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OLPC Board Elections 
OLPC held its annual meeting on June 13, 
2025. Klaus Schneeberger was acclaimed as 
Chair. The Vice Chair will be elected by the 
Board at their July meeting.  
 
Terms Expires 2027 
Major Livestock – Thomas Brandstetter, Beef 
Farmers of Ontario  
Poultry – Gbenga Alade, Chicken Farmers 
Veterinarian Associations – Josh Crossland, 
OVMA 
 
Term Expires 2026 
Minor Livestock – Erin Morgan, Ontario 
Sheep Farmers 
Individual Agri-Business – Julie Harlow, 
Small Farm Canada 
Agriculture and Food Associations and 
Coalitions – Jean Howden, LRIC  
 
OLPC 2025 Membership Meetings 
In-person meetings will be at Beef Farmers of 
Ontario, 130 Malcolm Road, Guelph.  
• August 15, 2025 
• October 17, 2025 – in person 
• December 12, 2025 
 
Bovine TB – Saskatchewan 
In December 2024, CFIA launched an 
investigation into a case of Bovine 
tuberculosis in an animal originating from 
Saskatchewan.  There are 4,000 to 6,000 
cattle that have to be traced. None traced to 
Ontario as yet.  These are considered to be 
lower risk tracebacks. If the disease spreads 
past the original farm, that is when export 
markets get concerned. 
 
Seneca Virus Showing up at Pork 
Slaughter Plants in the US 
Seneca virus lesions look like Foot and 
Mouth Disease which is a World Organization 
of Animal Health reportable animal disease.  
There have been pigs arriving at U.S. 
slaughter plants with lesions.  The U.S. is 
requiring health certificates from pigs coming 
from facilities with known outbreaks. There is 
one facility in Ontario and a couple in 
Manitoba. 
 

 
OLPC Biosecurity Resources 
Over the years, OLPC has produced several biosecurity resources including signs, 
manuals, posters, videos, and more.  Electronic versions of the print material are 
available on the website at  https://www.ontlpc.com/resources.html and the videos can 
be viewed at https://www.ontlpc.com/videos.html 
 
We still have a few biosecurity stop signs in stock. They 
can be ordered by downloading an order form from 
https://www.ontlpc.com/resources.html, calling the office 
519-787-4322, or emailing Susan Fitzgerald at 
susan.tfio@bell.net. The stop signs are $20.00 + HST 
per sign. 
 
We also have the biosecurity videos on DVD. The 
videos work well for training nonagricultural staff and for 
4-H or school groups. There is no charge for the videos. 
Contact the OLPC office to request a copy.  
 
CanSpot ASF Surveillance Program 
 Dr. Christa Arsenault, Lead Veterinarian, Animal Health and Welfare Branch, OMAFA 
gave a presentation to OLPC members during the April meeting on the CanSpot African 
Swine Fever Surveillance Program.   
 
African swine fever does not have zoonotic potential and is not a food safety risk.  
However, it is fatal for swine and there is no treatment. There continue to be 1,300 to 
1,400 detections globally per month but generally in countries that already have an 
outbreak. The greatest risk of introduction to Canada include: 
• ASF contaminated feed ingredients (but imports are managed by CFIA); 
• illegally imported infected pork; 
• feeding kitchen waste to pigs; 
• movement of infected animals. 
 
The purpose of the CanSpotASF program is to provide proactive ASF surveillance in 
Canada. Surveillance is important as ASF can mimic or look like a lot of different swine 
diseases. The program started with federal abattoirs, then provincial abattoirs, and 
most recently in wild pigs. Christa noted there is still need to increase awareness with 
small scale farms and pig owners. 
 
Testing is 100% voluntary. Samples are submitted where ASF is not suspected. 
Suspect cases must follow the suspect foreign animal disease process and immediately 
reported to CFIA. 
 
Recently, the CanSpotASF program was assessed by AusVet.  They provided some 
recommendations for improvement but overall found it to be a very good program. It 
could be used as a model for other species and diseases. 
 
Avian Influenza in B.C. Ostrich Flock 
Last December, there was an Avian influenza outbreak at a British Columbia ostrich 
farm. Approximately 70 ostriches from the 400 on site died.  CFIA’s National Centre for 
Foreign Animal Disease identified the infection as a novel reassortment not seen 
elsewhere in Canada. CFIA ordered the remainder of the flock depopulated. 
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Newcastle Disease in Pigeons 
In early June, CFIA announced a Newcastle 
disease outbreak on two neighboring 
commercial pigeon farms in BC. It is the first 
case of Newcastle disease in Canada since 
1973. It is a highly contagious viral disease 
which poses a significant threat to poultry and 
can cause various symptoms in birds, 
including decreased egg production, sudden 
death, and paralysis. It is a federally 
reportable disease and is also reportable to 
the World Organization of Animal Health. All 
poultry and poultry product exports to the 
U.S. were temporarily halted until the CFIA 
and the USDA agreed on updated 
terminology for export health certificates. 
 
Rabies Numbers in Canada for 2025 
During the first five months of 2025, there 
have been 886 samples submitted for rabies 
testing from across Canada.  Nationally, 63 
samples tested positive, which is significantly 
higher than the same period last year (13 
positives). Ontario accounted for 606 
samples of which 17 tested positive (7 in 
same period last year). The breakdown from 
which species the positive samples were 
taken are as follows: 
 

 Can. Ont. 
Arctic fox 3 0 
Bat 18 12 
Dog 4 0 
Caribou 1 0 
Raccoon 28 0 
Red Fox 7 5 
Skunk 2 0 
Total 63 17 

  
Agriculture Related Calls to Animal 
Welfare Services 
During the first quarter of 2025, there were 
6,274 calls to Animal Welfare Services of 
which 336 (5.4%) were related to livestock.  
The breakdown is shown below.  
 

Species Q1 2025  
Cattle 46 
Horse/Donkey/Mule 169 
Poultry 42 
Sheep 24 
Swine 15 
Goats 40 
Total 336 

 

The farm owners and supporters have attempted to overturn the order through legal 
challenges.  However, the Federal Court of Canada dismissed the applications in early 
June and found CFIA’s decisions were reasonable and within the authority of the Health 
of Animals Act. 
 
CFIA has stated that allowing a domestic poultry flock known to be exposed to HPAI to 
remain alive allows a potential source of the virus to persist. It would increase the 
possibility of reassortment or mutation, particularly with birds raised in open pasture, as 
the ostriches are, where there is ongoing exposure to wildlife. This could also increase 
the human health risk. 
 
USDA Investing in Biosecurity Measures for U.S. Poultry Producers 
The USDA is covering the full cost of biosecurity assessments as well as up to 75% of 
the costs for biosecurity improvements on poultry farms in an effort to mitigate the risk 
of Avian influenza and other poultry diseases.  
 
The USDA offers two free, voluntary biosecurity assessments to help farmers get 
ahead of any potential HPAI threats. One focuses on wildlife risk mitigation and another 
on general biosecurity improvements. The assessments help poultry producers identify 
where they can best focus their safeguards against avian influenza.  From January 20 
to June 26, 2025, the USDA completed 948 biosecurity assessments. 
 
H5N1 – Human Vaccination 
The federal government announced they purchased 500,000 doses of H5N1 vaccine as 
a pre-pandemic response. It is a two-dose vaccine, given a minimum of three weeks 
apart. There will be a staged approach to offering the vaccine which will be based on 
occupational risk. For stage 1, those they consider at highest risk are: 
• Lab workers handling live virus 
• Vets and vet techs 
• Wildlife workers 
• Wild bird sanctuary workers 
• CFIA staff who go on farm and companies involved in depopulation 
Eligible groups will be contacted, and vaccinations will be administered by Public Health 
Units. 
 
HPAI in U.S. Dairy Cattle 
Dr. Hannah Golightly and Dr. Cynthia Miltenburg, Lead Veterinarians, Animal Health 
and Welfare, OMAFA attended the June OLPC meeting and provided an overview of 
HPAI in U.S. dairy herds.  
 
As of June 9, 2025, the USDA has reported H5N1 in 1,073 dairy herds across 17 
states; Wyoming (1), North Carolina (1), Ohio (1), Oklahoma (2), Arizona (4), Kansas 
(4), South Dakota (7), Minnesota (9), New Mexico (9), Nevada (11), Iowa (13), Utah 
(13), Texas (29), Michigan (31), Colorado (64), Idaho (107), and California (767). 
 
The symptoms in cattle are generally mild and there are many asymptomatic cattle.  
Individual animals can be ill for five to three weeks. The spread between states is 
primarily related to the movement of dairy cattle. There is more dairy cattle movement 
in the U.S. than in Ontario, many calves and dry cows are moved off the milking herd 
premises to separate facilities and then back again. Lactating dairy cattle have to be 
tested if being moved across state lines 
 
There have been no detections in beef cattle.  The risk is from milk and milking 
equipment which is not a concern with beef cattle. It would be more difficult to 
detect as beef cattle are not monitored for milk production. 
  
There have been no detections in cattle in Canada.  CFIA continues to require 
testing of dairy cattle returning from or imported from the U.S. In addition, CFIA has 
been conducting raw milk sampling at milk processing plants. There have been 
1,152 Ontario samples taken to date all of which have been negative.   
 
 



 

Report - Strengthening Surveillance, 
Prevention and Collaboration to Respond 
to Emerging Pathogens 
Research conducted under the Food from 
Thought program at the University of Guelph 
has revealed significant opportunities to 
strengthen Canada’s response to emerging 
pathogens affecting both human and animal 
health. This research was featured in the 
recently released Food from Thought - 
Managing Agri-Food Pathogens Report. 
Read the full report here: Managing Agri-
Food Pathogens 
Read the industry context report here: 
Canadian Agri-Food Industry Context 
 

 
Ontario Vector-Borne 
Disease Tool 
View provincial-level most 
recent week and year-to-date 
case counts for all reportable 
vector-borne diseases, 
including West Nile virus 
illness, Lyme disease, 
anaplasmosis, babesiosis, and 
Powassan virus infection click 
here                                                                       As at June 22, 2025 

Our Mission 
Provide a forum to facilitate the development and coordination of an Ontario strategy to deal with foreign animal disease and other transmissible livestock 

and poultry diseases. 
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